
Brackenhill Primary School 
Curriculum Newsletter 

 

Year 3 – Willow and Ash 

Theme this half term:  Athens VS Sparta 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

This half term, the children will be starting their new topic in dimensions - Athens VS Sparta. This is a thematic unit based 

on Ancient Greece, with a key focus on history. Learning is centred on how the Greeks used to live, including the key 

aspect of mythology, especially highlighting the conflicts that characterised Ancient Greece. 

As the Spring term continues, we would like to kindly remind you of the importance of reading at home with your child.  

The effect of reading for just 20 minutes a day with your child has an astonishing effect on your child’s reading so please 

try to do this as often as you can with your child. Each child has been given a log-in for the online reading platform 

“MyOn” – which has over 1000 books on it! Please also work with your child to learn their spellings which you will find 

listed below for this half term. Please also work with your child to help them practise their 3, 4 and 8 times tables. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

 

 

English:  Our first unit of work will be based around short 

scary stories. Children will explore a range of scary 

stories and then innovate and write their own – set in 

the Ancient Greece era.  Following on from this, we will 

be exploring a range of explanation texts. You can 

support your child prior to their learning by reading short 

scary stories with them as well as researching about the 

Ancient Greece era. 

 

Maths: We will be continuing to work on length and 

perimeter, mass and capacity as well as work on 

fractions. You can support your child by practising their 

multiplication with them, which will support them in 

multiplying and finding equivalent fractions. You can also 

help your child by exposing them to mass and capacity 

based mathematical language. 

Theme: This half term there will be a big focus on history 

as we will learning about the Athens vs Sparta conflict in 

Ancient Greece. Learning is centred on how the Greeks 

used to live, including the key aspect of mythology, 

especially highlighting the conflicts that characterised 

Ancient Greece. You can support your child by visiting 

the Ancient Greek section of the BBC KS2 history website 

and reading about what life was like back then. We will 

also be studying Science covering Rocks and Soils. Work 

has been set on Purple Mash, linked to our theme unit. 

 

 

What will we be learning 

about and how can you 

help your child? 

 

 

PE Days – Ash (Thursday) Willow (Thursday) 

Please ensure water bottles are taken home daily, washed, and then 

returned the following day with fresh water.  

Please can we also kindly remind you that food containing nuts should not 

be included in packed lunches as we are a nut free school. 

Your child will either be bringing home a reading book or should use their 

MyOn log-in to read online. Please can you try to listen to them read and 

then when they have completed the book, they will take a quiz in school 

about what they have read. When they complete the quiz, they will 

change their book for a new one.  

  

 

 

Spellings for the half term 

Reminders 


